




 

 

State Board of Indigents’ Defense Services 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 

Landon State Office Building, Room 509 

900 SW Jackson, Topeka, KS 66603 

January 28, 2022  

Amended 

 

 Braden Perry called the Board Meeting of the State Board of Indigents’ Defense Services to order at 

1:31 p.m.  Erica Andrade, Michelle Ewert, Pat Hudgins, Jeff Leiker, and Richard Ney were present. 

Michael Birzer, and Laurel Michel Driskell were present by Zoom.  Others present were Heather Cessna, 

Executive Director; Kim Mason, Assistant Director; Brandon Barrett, Staff Attorney; Meryl Carver-

Allmond, Training Director; Beth Child, Human Resource Professional; Kayla Roehler, Wyandotte County 

DA; Sister Therese Bangert, Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth; Rick Tulsky, Journalist, and Tonda Jones 

Hill, Wyandotte County DA. 

 

 Michelle Ewert made a motion to approve the December 10, 2021 minutes including the correction 

noting Jeff Leiker’s attendance. Jeff Leiker seconded the motion.  The motion passed at 1:33 p.m. 

 

 Richard Ney made a motion to approve the Minutes from the January 22, 2022 Public Hearing.  

Michelle Ewert seconded the motion at 1:34 p.m. 

 

 Jeff Leiker made a motion for Braden Perry to continue as Chair and Michael Birzer to continue as 

Secretary.  Erica Andrade seconded the motion.  The motion passed at 1:35 p.m. 

 

 The Board heard the January 28, 2022 Director’s Report. 

 

 Richard Ney made a motion to establish a fully staffed Public Defender Office in Wyandotte 

County in FY 2024.  Michelle Ewert seconded the motion.  The motion passed, 6-0, in favor of 

establishing an office in Wyandotte County at 3:06 p.m. Jeff Leiker and Braden Perry abstained from 

voting. 

 

 Erica Andrade made a motion to adjourn the Board Meeting.  Michelle Ewert seconded the motion.  

The motion passed at 3:29 p.m. 
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